[Psychotropic profile of essential antidepressants (amitriptyline, imipramine, desipramine, chlorimipramine): comparative study].
Comparative studies of the therapeutic activity of amitriptyline, imipramine, desipramine and chlorimipramine were studied in a group of 185 patients with endogenous depression. After standard 28-day treatment, the best results were obtained while using amitriptyline (improvement rate 67%, the greatest reduction in the Hamilton Depression Scale scored on 28-day of the treatment). The profile and characteristics of antidepressive action of all the drugs taken into consideration are comparable (including slightly more expressed sedative and deliberative effects of amitriptyline). Desinhibitive influence of desipramine and imipramine was not proved. Neither was tachythymoleptic activity of desipramine found. The study does not support the relation between the antidepressive action profile of tricyclic antidepressants and their influence on reuptake of monoamines (norepinephrine and serotonine).